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SECTION  1:  INTRODUCTION 


The  Achievement  Testing  Program 
provides  Alberta  Education,  jurisdictions, 
schools,  and  the  public  with  information 
about  students’  knowledge  and  skills  in 
relation  to  certain  objectives  in  the 
provincial  program  of  studies.  The 
Achievement  Testing  Program  enables 
Alberta  Education  and  school  jurisdictions 
to  monitor  changes  in  student 
achievement  over  time.  The  tests  are 
administered  every  four  years  on  a 


rotating  basis  in  grades  3,  6,  and  9 
language  arts,  social  studies, 
mathematics,  and  science.  All  grades  3,  6, 
and  9 students  in  Alberta  who  have  been 
taught  the  subject  being  tested  are 
required  to  participate  in  the  program. 

The  achievement  tests  are  designed  to 
provide  group  results,  not  individual 
results.  The  tests  are  not  intended  for 
student  placement  or  promotion  purposes. 


SECTION  2:  ACHIEVEMENT  TESTS 


"Developing  Achievement  Tests'" 
Brochure 

A brochure  entitled  "Developing 
Achievement  Tests"  describes  the  process 
used  in  the  preparation  of  questions  for 
the  tests.  This  brochure  is  intended  to 
provide  information  to  school  staff 
members.  Copies,  additional  to  those 
mailed  in  September  to  schools,  are 
available  from  the  Student  Evaluation 
and  Records  Branch.  (See  Appendix  C, 
page  11.) 


Field  Testing 

The  purpose  of  field  testing  is  to  validate 
the  questions  before  they  appear  on 
achievement  tests.  Schools  that  wish  to 
participate  in  this  program  should  contact 
the  Field  Testing  Unit  of  the  Student 
Evaluation  and  Records  Branch. 

A brochure  entitled  "The  Field  Testing 
Program,"  which  explains  in  greater  detail 
the  procedures  involved  in  field  testing,  is 
available  from  the  Student  Evaluation 
and  Records  Branch.  (See  Appendix  C, 
page  11.) 


Format  of  the  Achievement  Tests 

The  achievement  tests,  test  blueprints, 
and  scoring  guides  are  based  on  the 
objectives  prescribed  in  the  Program  of 
Studies  for  Elementary  School 
(amended  1981),  and  Program  of 
Studies  for  Junior  High  School.  All 
multiple-choice  questions  and  written- 
response  assignments  are  developed 
according  to  curriculum  specifications  for 
the  subject  being  tested.  These 
specifications  are  distributed  in  the  year 
of  testing  to  school  staff  by  Alberta 
Education.  Test  bulletins  containing 
descriptions  of  the  achievement  tests  and 
any  changes  to  their  format,  subject 
matter,  or  scoring  are  also  distributed  to 
superintendents,  principals,  teachers,  arid 
trustees  at  the  beginning  of  each  school 
year. 
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Exemption  Policy 

Some  students  may  be  exempted  from  | 
writing  the  tests. 

The  only  students  who  may  be  excused 
from  participating  are  those  for  whom 

testing  is  inappropriate.  They  are: 

• students  who  are  enrolled  in  an 

approved  program  that  has  been 

designed  for  those  with  special  needs 

• students  who  were  taught  the  subject 
being  tested  in  another  semester  or 
year 

• students  who  are  enrolled  in  an 

English  as  a Second  Language 
program 

• students  who  were  taught  the  specific 
subject  being  tested  in  a language 
other  than  English  or  French 

Any  exemptions  should  be  identified  by 
the  principal  and  approved  by  the 
superintendent.  Exemptions  for  reasons  | 
other  than  those  outlined  above  must  be 
approved  by  the  Director  of  the  Student 
Evaluation  and  Records  Branch. 


French  Translations 

Grades  6 and  9 achievement  tests  are 
translated  into  French.  This  year,  French 
translations  of  the  Grade  6 Social  Studies, 
and  Grade  9 Science  achievement  tests 
are  available.  Superintendents  who  wish 
to  have  the  students  write  the  tests  in 
French  must  notify  Alberta  Education 
prior  to  March  1,  1989. 


Security  of  the  Achievement  Tests 

Superintendents  and  principals  must 
secure  tests  prior  to  administration. 
When  a breach  of  security  occurs  or  is 
suspected,  superintendents  or  principals 
must  immediately  notify  the  Assistant 
Director,  Examination  Administration 
and  Support  Services,  or  the  Co-ordinator, 
Examination  Administration  (see 
Appendix  C,  page  11). 

All  of  the  used  test  booklets  and  answer 
sheets  with  student  responses  must  be 
returned  to  the  Student  Evaluation  and 
Records  Branch  for  marking.  Test 
booklets  and  answer  sheets  used  by 
students  are  confidential  and  must  be 
secured  by  principals  and  superintendents. 

Unused  test  booklets  and  answer  sheets 
remain  in  the  school. 


Violation  of  Test  Rules 

Principals  and  teachers  must  ensure  that 
all  test  rules  axe  adhered  to.  This  is 
necessary  in  order  to  ensure  valid  and 
reliable  test  results.  Please  refer  to 
Appendix  A,  page  8,  for  the  complete  list 
of  Test  Rules. 

Immediately  following  the  administration 
of  a test,  the  principal  is  requested  to 
report  in  writing  to  the  Director  any 
circumstances  that  may  affect  the  validity 
of  the  student  results. 
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SECTION  3:  ADMINISTRATION  OF  ACHIEVEMENT  TESTS 


I The  Achievement  Tests  must  be  administered  on  the  scheduled  dates  and  may  not  be 
rescheduled. 

Achievement  Tests  Schedule,  1989 

Tuesday.  June  13.  1989  (Morning) 

Grade  3 English  Language  Arts 
Grade  6 English  Social  Studies  or  French  translation 
Grade  9 English  Science  or  French  translation 

Achievement  Tests  Schedule,  1990 

Tuesday.  June  12.  1990 


Grade  3 English  Mathematics 
Grade  6 English  Science  or  French  translation 
Grade  9 English  Language  Arts 
Thursdav.  June  14.  1990 
Grade  9 French  Language  Arts 

Significant  Dates: 

February  1,  1989 

• Alberta  Education  ships  Enrolment  and  Exemption  forms  to 
the  central  offices  of  all  school  jurisdictions 

March  7,  1989 

• Deadline  for  returning  Enrolment  and  Exemption  forms  to 
Alberta  Education 

March  31,  1989 

Deadline  for  submitting  lists  of  eligible  markers  and  standard 
setters  for  the  June  marking  session 

May  29,  1989 

• Alberta  Education  ships  achievement  testing  materials  to  the 
central  offices  of  all  school  jurisdictions 

June  2,  1989 

Schools  contact  the  jurisdiction  office  if  they  have  not  yet 
received  their  test  materials 

Contact  the  Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch  if  there 
are  errors  or  omissions  in  the  shipment 

June  13,  1989 

• Achievement  tests  are  administered  according  to  schedule 

June  15,  1989 

• Return  to  Alberta  Education  all  materials  that  are  to  be 
marked 

July  17-22,  1989 

• Marking  session  for  achievement  tests 
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SECTION  4:  PROCEDURES  FOR  ADMINISTRATION  AND  MARKING 


Distribution,  Administration,  and 
Collection  of  Tests 

| The  Superintendent  is  ultimately 
responsible  for  the  distribution, 
administration,  and  collection  of  tests 
within  the  jurisdiction. 

Principals  are  requested  to  confirm 
student  enrolment  and  complete 
exemption  forms  for  submission  to  the 
Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch 
by  March  7,  1989. 

I The  Principal  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  achievement  tests 
within  the  school.  Die  principal  must 
keep  all  test  materials  secure  and  is 
responsible  for  the  security,  supervision, 
and  collection  of  all  the  materials  in  the 
school.  The  Achievement  Testing 
Program:  Principal's  Manual  is 

distributed  to  superintendents  and 
principals  approximately  one  month  prior 
to  the  administration  of  the  achievement 
tests. 

Once  the  scheduled  tests  have  been 
administered,  the  superintendent  collects 
all  test  materials  and  forwards  them  to 
the  Student  Evaluation  and  Records 
Branch.  Further  details  regarding  the 
administration  and  shipping  procedures  of 
the  achievement  tests  can  be  found  in  the 
Principal's  Manual. 


Marking  and  Standard  Setting  of 
Achievement  Tests 

Qualified  teachers  are  selected  to  mark 
the  written-response  sections  of  the  tests, 
as  well  as  to  set  standards  for  each  test. 
To  be  eligible  to  mark  and  set  standards, 
a teacher  must  have  taught  the  course  for 
two  or  more  years,  be  teaching  the  course 
in  the  current  year,  and  have  a valid 
Alberta  Permanent  Professional 
Certificate.  To  be  selected  as  a marker  or 
standard  setter  by  the  Student  Evaluation 
and  Records  Branch,  teachers  must  be 
recommended  by  their  superintendents. 

For  the  1989  administration,  Grade  3 
English  Language  Arts  and  Grade  8 
Social  Studies  have  a written-response 
section  that  will  require  markers. 
Teachers  selected  to  mark  the  English 
language  arts  and  social  studies  tests  will 
also  serve  as  standard  setters  for  that 
test.  The  Grade  9 Science  achievement 
tests  will  require  standard  setters  only. 

Superintendents  are  requested  to  provide 
the  Student  Evaluation  and  Records 
Branch  with  their  recommendations  of 
eligible  teachers  by  March  31,  1989. 


Private  Schools 

I The  Regional  Offices  of  Alberta  Education 
are  responsible  for  the  distribution, 
administration,  and  collection  of 
achievement  tests  in  private  schools. 
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SECTION  5:  ACHIEVEMENT  TEST  RESULTS 


Reporting  the  Results 

After  the  tests  have  been  written  and 
submitted  to  Alberta  Education,  a group 
of  approximately  20  classroom  teachers 
for  each  subject  tested  assigns  test  scores 
that  indicate  the  achievement  necessary 
to  meet  the  standards  for  the  minimum 
acceptable  performance  level  and 
outstanding  performance  level  of  each  test. 

Each  school  jurisdiction  receives  a group 
report  on  student  achievement  as  well  as 
group  reports  for  each  school  in  the 
jurisdiction.  Schools  also  receive  a group 
report  on  the  achievement  for  its 
students.  The  Provincial  Report 
presents  the  overall  results  for  the 
province.  This  report  parallels  the 
jursidiction  and  school  reports  in 


format,  and  contains  guidelines  for 
interpreting  the  jurisdiction  and  school 
results  in  relation  to  provincial  norms. 

Alberta  Education  does  not  issue 
individual  results  statements  to  students. 
However,  individual  student  profiles  are 
provided  to  superintendents  and 
principals. 

There  is  no  Provincial  Report  detailing 
the  results  of  the  French  translations  of 
the  achievement  tests  at  this  time. 
Jurisdictions  with  Francophone  and/or 
French  Immersion  students  who  have 
written  French  translations  will  receive 
reports  for  their  respective  schools  and 
jurisdiction. 
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Appendix  A 


TEST  RULES 


1.  Time 

Tests  must  be  written  during  the  specified  times. 


2 .  Entrance  JtnJthe_Test  Room 

Students  may  not  enter  or  leave  the  test  room  without  the  consent  of  the  supervising 
teacher. 


3.  Material  Exchanges 

Neither  copying  nor  exchanging  of  material  between  students  is  allowed.  Notes, 
papers,  or  books  must  not  be  brought  into  the  test  room.  Students  must  not  talk, 
whisper,  or  exchange  signs  with  one  another. 


4.  Discussion 

Students  may  not  discuss  the  test  with  the  supervising  teacher,  except  when  the  test 
is  incomplete  or  illegible. 


5.  Answer  Sheets 

Only  an  HB  pencil  may  be  used  to  record  answers  on  the  multiple-choice  answer  sheet. 


6 .  Aids  Allowed 

Calculators  may  be  used  for  Grade  9 Science  but  may  NOT  be  shared  by  students. 
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Appendix  B 


POLICY 

USE  OF  CALCULATORS 

ON  ALBERTA  EDUCATION  TESTS  AND  EXAMINATIONS 


GENERAL  CLASSROOM  USE 

Since  the  last  policy  statement  on  the  use  of  calculators  was  distributed  in  1981,  there  has 
been  a phenomenal  change  in  the  capacity  and  power  of  the  pocket  calculator.  Very 
sophisticated  machines  are  available  to  students  at  very  reasonable  prices.  Scientific 
calculators,  that  is,  calculators  with  the  trigonometric  and  logarithmic  keys,  can  and  should 
be  purchased  and  used  by  students  in  high  school  mathematics  and  physical  science 
courses.  Calculators  with  greater  power  and  capacity  to  compute  and  store  data  bases  and 
that  operate  as  electronic  notebooks  are  also  available,  albeit  at  a price  that  is  somewhat 
beyond  what  one  would  include  as  normal  school  supplies.  As  calculator  technology 
changes,  teachers  will  have  to  keep  up-to-date  with  respect  to  the  situation.  At  this  time, 
all  grade  12  students  can  be  held  responsible  for  acquiring  and  learning  to  use  a scientific 
calculator. 

The  use  of  programmable  calculators  with  numeric  output  should  also  be  encouraged.  The 
exercise  of  programming  calculators  is  a valuable  educational  experience.  Indeed,  the 
electronic  notebooks  are  also  a useful  teaching  tool.  Teachers  should  offer  educational 
experiences  based  on  the  use  of  evolving  technologies  by  providing  challenging  activities 
that  lead  to  the  integration  of  such  technologies  into  the  high  school  student’s 
problem-solving  strategies. 

Similarly,  grade  9 students  should  be  proficient  in  the  use  of  calculators  with  memories. 
Although  it  is  not  expected  that  a provincial  achievement  test  would  require  the  use  of  such 
calculators,  the  use  of  calculators  should  be  encouraged  and  a gradual  increase  of  skill  in 
the  use  of  specialized  functions  should  be  expected  throughout  the  school  program  so  that 
mastery  of  such  instruments  is  in  place  for  high  school. 

While  the  use  of  calculators  should  be  encouraged  in  the  elementary  grades,  it  is  equally 
unlikely  that  there  will  be  a requirement  for  such  instruments  on  the  grades  3 or  6 
achievement  tests. 

Since  the  situation  regarding  the  technology,  availability,  and  use  of  calculators  is  still 
quite  fluid,  this  policy  will  be  reviewed  on  a yearly  basis. 


USE  ON  EXAMINATIONS 
POLICY 

Alberta  Education  encourages  the  use  of  calculators  in  classrooms  but,  in  order  to  ensure 
fairness  and  equity  for  students,  the  use  of  calculators  that  are  equipped  to  show  or  print 
alphabetic  output  in  natural  languages  is  not  permitted  on  provincial  examinations  and 
tests.  Students  writing  mathematics,  chemistry,  and  physics  examinations  are  expected  to 
have  and  use  scientific  calculators. 
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GUIDELINES 


1.  Approved  calculators  for  use  in  examinations  and  tests  administered  on  behalf  of 
Alberta  Education  are  characterized  as  those  calculators  which  cannot  graph 
mathematical  functions,  factor  an  algebraic  function,  accept  alphabetic  input  nor 
produce  alphabetic  output,  store  natural  language  text,  or  attach  to  peripheral 
printers,  disk  drives,  or  other  such  devices. 

2.  Calculators  with  programmable  features  are  approved  for  use  in  examinations 
provided  that  the  memories  have  been  cleared  prior  to  the  start  of  the  examination  or 
test. 


PROCEDURES 

1.  Supervising  teachers  will  inspect  all  calculators  brought  into  an  examination  room  to 
ensure  that  this  policy  is  not  violated. 

2.  Assistance  in  clearing  the  memories  of  programmable  calculators  may  be  sought  from 
other  staff  members. 

3.  Identification  of  approved  calculators  is  the  responsibility  of  the  principal.  Any 
exceptions  to  the  guidelines  must  be  approved  by  the  Director,  Student  Evaluation 
and  Records  Branch,  Alberta  Education,  prior  to  the  day  of  examination. 
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Appendix  C 


ALBERTA  EDUCATION  CONTACTS 


For  additional  copies  of  this  bulletin,  or  information  regarding  the  administration  of  the 
1989  Achievement  Testing  Program,  contact: 


For  reporting  a breach  of  security,  contact: 

Assistant  Director 

Examination  Administration  and  Support  Services 
Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch 
Devonian  Building,  West  Tower 
11160  Jasper  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  0L2 


For  inquiries  regarding  course  content  and  curriculum,  contact: 

Curriculum  Design  Branch 
Alberta  Education 
Devonian  Building,  West  Tower 
11160  Jasper  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  0L2 
Telephone:  427-2984 


Regional  Offices  of  Alberta  Education 
Grande  Prairie  538-5130 


MAILING  ADDRESS 

Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch 

Alberta  Education 

Devonian  Building,  West  Tower 

11160  Jasper  Avenue 

Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  0L2 


dwi  i iuui , jljl anuy  v 

10045  - 111  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 


OFFICE  ADDRESS 
Student  Evaluation  and 
Records  Branch 
5th  Floor,  Harley  Court 


Telephone:  427-5306 


Edmonton 
Red  Deer 
Calgary 
Lethbridge 


427-2952 

340-5262 

297-6353 

381-5243 


Inquiries  regarding  the  Field  Testing  Program  should  be  directed  to: 


Supervisor,  Field  Testing  Administration 
Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch 
Telephone:  422-4858 
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